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Twenty-Fifth 
Commencement Celebration 
Eastern Illinois State 
Teachers College 
June 6&7,1924 
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ILLINOIS STATE UBRAR'i 
GENERAL LIBRARY DIVISION 
SPRmGPr' 'l I' 1 '"'"3. 
DEAR AL U:MNI: 
Charleston, Illinois, 
April 21, 1924. 
Have you not obsen·ed that when mother has a special 
anniversary she wishes all the children to return home to help 
her celebrate it! Xo matter how far away they may have 
wandered or when they were last home, mother is always wait-
ing to welcome her sons and daughters to the family circle 
where she and they may talk and feast together. It is a great 
day for mother; and a great day, too, for the children over 
whom she has watched and to whom she has taught the lessons 
of life. As the day of celebration d raws ncar, each child feel~ 
an almost irresistible impulse to go back to the old home place 
and to the old friends. 
Dear sons and daughters of E. I., your Alma Mater is 
calling you to come home Friday and Saturday, J une the sixth 
and seventh, to help her celebrate a most impor tant day, the 
twenty-fifth commencement. And she wants you- oh, so very 
much-to be with her on these two great days. There will be 
something lacking if you, her children, remain away. Will 
yon comeT 
Think of it! Twenty-five years-a quarter of a century! 
This may not be a long period as time is reckoned, but the first 
twenty-five years are the hardest always. What changes have 
thesl} years broughtY Increased enrollment, additional build-
ings and e'1uipment, sound traditions, honor and prestigC', and 
an ever growing body of the most loyal alumni in the world. 
Are you not proud of the record and grateful to him, who more 
than anyone else, has made it possiblet 
There are abundant reasons why you should return. The 
old school wants to see you and you want to see the old school. 
Your classmates are expecting you so that yon and they may 
talk oYer together the good old days at E. I. and tell what 
successes or disappointments the years have brought. You will 
of course want to find out for yourselves if being raised to the 
rank of a Teachers College has brought new dignity to the 
school. 
Alma Mater is planning for your return. The front seats 
in Chapel are reserved for you; the calf (or is it chicken?) is 
being fatted for the feast; M:r. Koch is getting his zither in 
tune; Mr. Coffman, the worthy toastmaster, is assiduously 
collecting jokes; the speakers are rehearsing their speeches; 
and the little red paint pots are in readiness. When you arrive 
you will find the house lighted, the doors open, and the home 
folks on the front porch to greet you. 
If by chance you are across the sea or the continent, or if 
you are behind the bars or find it difficult to get a leave of 
absence from the boss-whether employer, wife, or husband-
just drop dear old Alma Mater a note telling her how it all 
happened and what she can do to help you. Anyhow you are 
expected back home June sixth and seventh, and you must not 
disappoint the home folks. 
With all good wishes, 
YOUR ALMA MATER, 
'rilE EASTERN ILLINOIS STA'l'E TEACHERS COLLEGE 
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